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Summer Reading Assignment  2014-2015
Text: Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the All-American Meal
by Eric Schlosser

Guided Reading Questions (GRQs) to answer for each chapter:

Introduction

1. How does the amount spent on fast food compare with the amount spent on other things in our society?

2. What does the author say about independent farmers?

3. What does the author say about the political clout of the meat packing industry?

Chapter 1, "The Founding Fathers"

1. Why did General Motors want to buy trolley systems throughout the U.S.?

2. What was the "Speedee Service System" and how was it different from what other fast food restaurants were doing?

3. What were some of the other fast food restaurants that were inspired by McDonald's approach to food service?

Chapter 2, "Your Trusted Friends"

1. What are some of the parallels between Ray Kroc and Walt Disney? How does the author describe Walt Disney and Ray Kroc's involvement in politics?

2. What is synergy in marketing and what are some of the ways that fast food companies practice synergy?

3. Why, in the 1980s, did companies start marketing to kids and what were some of the ways in which they did this? What does the author say about marketing fast food products in the schools?

Chapter 3, "Behind the Counter"

1. In what way is Colorado Springs today much like southern California? What new businesses have moved into Colorado Springs in recent years?

2. How does McDonald's decide where to build new restaurants?

3. Schlosser tells us that “no other industry in the United States has a workforce so dominated by adolescents” as does the fast food industry. What are the advantages and disadvantages of this situation for the fast food companies and for the teenagers who work for them? In what ways are “the immediate needs of the chains and the long-term needs of teenagers . . . fundamentally at odds”?

4. What is meant by "McDonald's English?"

5. How has the fast food industry responded to efforts to unionize its workers?

6. What does the author say about robbery and murder in fast food restaurants? How has the fast food industry responded to efforts by OSHA to reduce workplace violence?

Chapter 4, "Success"

1. What was different about the way McDonald's franchised businesses? How does the cost of a McDonald’s franchise compare with the cost of a franchise from other fast food chains?

2. Among franchises what is "encroachment?"

3. What are some of the disadvantages of running a franchise? What fast food chain is considered the worst in its treatment of franchisees?

Chapter 5, "Why the Fries Taste Good"

1. How has the potato farms in Idaho changed in the last 25 years or so?

2. What is the "fallacy of composition?"

3. What makes McDonald's french fries taste different from the fries of other fast food restaurants? What are some of the similarities and some of the differences between "artificial flavors" and "natural flavors?" Where are most of these flavors invented and produced?

Chapter 6, "On the Range"

1. What are some of the problems facing cattle ranchers?

2. What impact has the consolidation of the meat packing industry had on cattle ranchers?

3. What was the impact of the Chicken McNugget on the poultry industry? What are the conditions or terms of business under which most poultry farmers operate?

4. Why would small independent cattle ranchers be afraid to speak out against the practices of large meat processors?

Chapter 7, "Cogs in the Great Machine"

1. What changes did IBP introduce to the meat packing industry? Why were newer meat packing plants located in rural areas rather than in cities?

2. What has been the relationship between labor unions and modern meat packing plants? How do wages in meat packing plants today compare with wages in the early 1900s, after the workers became unionized?

3. Where do meat packing companies go to recruit new employees?

4. How has the “new meatpacking regime” changed beef production, the towns where beef is produced, and the lives of those who work and live in those towns?

Chapter 8, "The Most Dangerous Job"

1. How does the injury rate in meat packing compare with the injury rate in other occupations? What kinds of injuries do workers in meatpacking plants typically suffer? What the impact on workers of speeding up the line in meatpacking plants?

2. What role do supervisors play in the reporting of workplace injuries in meat processing plants? What has been the impact of allowing plants to maintain their own injury logs?

3. What does the author describe as the most dangerous type of work in these plants and what kinds of injuries do these workers risk?

Chapter 9, "What's in the Meat"

1. Compared with several decades ago, how common are food-related illnesses today? How has the centralization of food production influenced the spread of food-related illnesses? What are most of the microbes in meat spread by?

2. What authority does the U.S. Government have to demand the recall of tainted meat?

3. What kinds of things are fed to cattle, things that might facilitate the spread of pathogens?

4. How has the meatpacking industry generally responded to health concerns about the nation's beef?

5. What was the Streamlined Inspection System launched by the USDA?

Chapter 10, "Global Realization"

1. Why did the author visit Plauen, Germany? In a discussion of fast food corporations why is it important to talk about their oversees operations?

2. In what ways might there be a connection between the obesity rate in America and the fast food industry? Why is obesity a problem for American society as a whole?

3. What did London Greenpeace do to protest McDonald's and what was McDonald's response?

Epilogue, "Have It Your Way"

1. What does the author think should be done about advertising unhealthy foods to children?

2. What does the author say about the safety of the U.S. food supply compared with that of other countries?

3. What does the author think Congress should do about food safety and about working conditions in meatpacking companies?

4. What can consumers do to change food safety and working conditions in the fast food industry?

Text to Self-Connection: 
Make a specific connection between what you have read and your own life.  Respond to the following in one or more paragraphs. Do YOU eat a lot of fast food? Have you ever worked in the fast food industry? Do you know people that do? How many times a week do you pass by the “Golden Arches” and do they make you think of anything?
Text to Text Connection:

 Make a specific connection between the text and some type of media that you have already read, seen, or learned elsewhere. Think of other types of media that you associate with this book. You can make connections to books or articles that you have read, movies that you have watched, or even commercials that you have seen. Respond to the prompt in one or more paragraphs.
