Honors World History- 2014 – 2015
Summer Reading Assignment

Book:  Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World

Author:  Jack Weatherford

Publisher:  Crown Publishers, New York, 2004

Availability:   Books may be checked out from the school library before school ends or at selected times during the summer.  It would be best to get the book from the library before leaving school for the summer to be sure that you have the book. If you do not pick up the book before leaving school, you will need to check the school website for information on which days you may come to school to check out the book.  You may NOT write or highlight in the books.  Books may also be purchased, if you choose, at Barnes and Noble, Amazon.com, etc. The Zachary branch of the East Baton Rouge Parish Public Library may also have a copy or two of the book that can be checked out. 
 Assignment:  Read the book and complete the following discussion questions.  All answers must be in complete sentences and should be arranged in proper multi-paragraph form.  Correct spelling and grammar are required as part of this assignment—you must be able to communicate effectively in written form in order to be successful in this course.  The assignment must be typed—use Times New Roman style; font size must be no smaller than 12 nor larger than 14.  This assignment is worth 90 points.  Note- no specific length has been assigned for this assignment-you are EXPECTED to produce QUALITY answers for each question-do not mistake QUALITY to mean that a bare minimum is acceptable! The quality of your answers will factor into the grade that you receive along with grammar and spelling. I would also highly suggest using quotes and references from the book to demonstrate your reading of the book.
Due Date:  Assignments are due during the first week of the 2014-2015 school year: Monday, August 11 or Tuesday, August 12.  You may submit them on either day and receive full credit.  Late assignments will be accepted from August 13 -August 15, but they will have 10 points deducted for each day that the assignment is late. No late assignments will be accepted after Friday, August 16-you will receive a “0”.  You must submit a hard copy of your assignment to your teacher-do not email your assignment. 
If you have any questions regarding the assignment, you may email them to Mr. R. Southall at ryan.southall@zacharyschools.org.  I look forward to seeing all of you in August of the new school year.  Good luck!
-Ryan S. Southall

Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World-Honors World History

Summer Reading Assignment -2014
Note:  As much as possible, illustrate your responses with quotes and evidence from the book.  Attempt to answer the questions using an analytical thesis and then support your thesis with evidence. 
1. Why has it been difficult to get information about Genghis Khan and the Mongol Empire until recently?  Why has new information now become available?  (introduction of book)

2. Describe Genghis Khan’s early life.  What do you believe motivated him to become a leader, first of the Mongol people, and later of his huge empire?

3. What was unique about the Mongol military?  How did this give them a significant advantage over their enemies?

4. How did Mongol rule compare with that of other kingdoms and empires of the day in terms of each of the following: a)trade;  b)religious freedom;  c)the treatment of criminals and prisoners of war; d)the treatment of aristocrats and the rule of law.
5. How did the “Pax Mongolica” (Mongol Peace) contribute to the development of a new, global culture?

6. How did the bubonic plague epidemic of the 1300s lead to the destruction of the Mongol Empire?

7. In the author’s view, what part of the world benefited the most from the Mongols?  Why?

8. How did the image of Genghis Khan and the Mongols change into one of subhuman barbarians for modern Europeans?  Why were modern Asians interested in restoring a more positive image of Genghis Khan and the Mongols?

9. After reading the book, what are your general feelings about Genghis Khan and the Mongols?  Did they change from what you knew before reading? How do you feel about the importance of understanding history?
